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NASEM committee will examine the current state of primary care in 

the United States and develop an implementation plan to build 

upon the recommendations from the 1996 IOM report, Primary 

Care: America's Health in a New Era, to strengthen primary care 

services in the United States, especially for underserved 

populations, and to inform primary care systems around the 

world. 

Statement of Task



High-quality primary care is the provision of whole-

person, integrated, accessible, and equitable health care 

by interprofessional teams that are accountable for 

addressing the majority of an individual’s health and 

wellness needs across settings and through sustained 

relationships with patients, families, and communities.

An Updated Definition of Primary Care



• Primary care is the only part of health care system that 

results in longer lives and more equity

• It is weakening in the U.S. when it is needed most

• Systems, localities, and states have had success 

implementing high-quality primary care

Study Context





HHS Initiative to Strengthen Primary Health Care
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Immediate Office of the Assistant Secretary for Health 



Why We Need to Strengthen Primary Health Care

• Primary health care is the foundation of 
and entry to our health care system

• Primary health care results in longer lives 
and more equity1,2

• The primary health care foundation is 
weakening

Strengthening primary health care is 
essential to achieving HHS priorities and 

goals
1. Shi, Scientifica 2012
2. Basu et al. Jama Int Med 2020 8

https://www.hindawi.com/journals/scientifica/2012/432892/
doi:%2010.1001/jamainternmed.2018.7624


Strengthening Primary Health Care Advances HHS Priorities

Vaccine confidence - ongoing, 
trusting patient-provider 

relationship   
Ending the COVID-19 pandemic

Integration of behavioral health and 
primary care

Prenatal care, child well care, screening 
and prevention

Expanding health coverage and access 

to health care

Improving behavioral health, 

including addressing the overdose 

epidemic 

Improving maternal and child health 

and well-being 

Primary care is the entry point of the 

health care system

Primary Health Care HHS Priorities
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HHS Initiative to Strengthen Primary Health Care: Overview

• Launch

 September 2021 by the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Health (OASH)

• Aim

 Provide a federal foundation to strengthen primary health care that will 
ensure high quality primary health care for all, improve the health of 
individuals, families and communities, and improve health equity

• First Task

 Develop an initial HHS Plan to Strengthen Primary Health Care

 Submit to Secretary Becerra in September 2022

 Recommend HHS infrastructure for ongoing leadership and focus on 
ensuring high quality primary health care for all

 Prioritized, initial actions to be taken by HHS and across HHS agencies

 Deliverables with timeline 10



Request for 

Information 

closes Aug 1

Currently 

raising money 

for an external 

advisory 

committee 

hosted by 

NASEM

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/06/27/2022-13632/request-for-information-rfi-hhs-initiative-to-strengthen-primary-health-care


Payment Recommendations

• Primary Care for America’s Health

• Primary Care Collaborative

• CMMI new Primary Care Payment Model (in 

development)

• ACO-REACH 





Developing a new PC 

Model building on CPC+:

Longer run

More capitation

More upfront payment 

support

More meaningful 

measures

Primary Care Capitation 

separate from Global Cap

Aims for 7% of total spend 

(now 3-4%)







We need You!

• We need YOU in Primary Care

• We need Nursing at the Implementation Table

• We need the National Nurse Practitioner 

Residency & Fellowship Training Consortium to 

weigh in on the HHS Initiative To Strengthen 

Primary Health Care RFI



Thank you!

bphillips@theabfm.org


